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ISAIAH, C. 38, V. 18. 


: The grave cannot praiſe thee, death cannot cele- 
brate thee—the living, the living be foall praiſe 


_ thee, as 1 do this day. 


* the hour of difficulty and diſtreſi it is com- 


mon enough with men, who thought but little 
of God before, to addreſs themſelves to him who 
is mighty to ſave, and it 1s almoſt equally as 
common, when the danger is over, to relapſe 
into irreligion and forgetfulneſs of him who 
made and who preſerves them. Every week do 
numbers of people, when ſickneſs lies heavy on 


them, deſire the prayers of the church; but, if 


they recover, and ſome of them certainly do 
ſome times recover, how few of them deſire to 
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offer up their thanks to heaven in the ſame AY 
lick manner! Were there not ten cleanſed ? ? Where 
are the nine? 


Now, this ſort of behaviour from man to man 
would be reckoned, and very juſtly reckoned, 
ingratitude, a vice incident to none but thoſe 
who are. dead to every worthy ſentiment, to 
every moral feeling: the world would cry out 
upon them, and the narrow hearted would be 
ready to juſtify their unfeelingneſs by repreſent- 
ing ingratitude as the common character of in- 
digence 22 wretchedneſs. 


But if, when you have aſſiſted and relieved 
your fellow-creature, you are thus eagle-eyed in 
diſcovering his ingratitude, can you acquit your- 
ſelf of the ſame charge towards your ſupreme 
benefactor? Without mentioning the general 
goodneſs and providence of God, you'may, very 
probably, recollect ſome particular mercy, which 
has reſcued you from the extremity of wretched- 
neſs, or to which you are at this moment in- 
debted for your very exiſtence, and much is it 
to be feared, that you did not, on that occaſion, 
and in your after conduct, diſcover a ſuitable _ 
warmth of gratitude, or fervency of pious affec- 
tions, The 


{ 
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The good king Hezekiah, however, as you 
may read in the chapter from which my text is 
taken, acted in a different and proper manner. 
When viſited with a ſevere fickneſs, he ad. 
dreſſed himſelf to God in prayer, and when his 


prayers were heard, and his days were lengthen- 


| ed, he went in ſolemn proceſſion to the temple, 
and there, publickly, at the footſtool of God, 


poured out his heart in deyout and rapturous 
8 3 | 


And we of this nation have, on this day, a 


noble and ſimilar inſtance of devout gratitude, 
highly intereſting and affecting to us, in our own 
pious Sovereign. In his late illneſs ;—an ill- 


neſs of the moſt deplorable and moſt humiliating 


kind which human nature is liable to, his peo- 
ple ſeemed then at leaſt univerſally ſenſible of the 
value of ſuch a king, and, trembling for the loſs 
they were likely to ſuſtain, with a fervency and 


| ſincerity of devotion, unexampled, I believe, in 


this country, importuned heaven for his relief. 


Our prayers have been heard ; our king is re- 
| ſtored to us, and deeply ſenſible of the divine 
_ mercy, and of his people's affection, hath this 


day invited us to offer up with him our united 
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prayers, arid thankſgivings to the giver „ of every 
good gift, for this great inſtance of his er 


And have we not reaſon © be FOR for 
the recovery of /uch a King? 


It would be an eaſy matter to launch out into 
his praiſe. The ſubject is tempting, and ideas 
croud in upon me; but J, as becomes me, leave 


the perfect delineation of his character to thoſe | 


whoſe pencils would not debaſe the ſubje&. Far 
from being an Apelles, I attempt not the portrait - 
of an Alexander; but ſhall be highly ſatisfied if, in 
a rude ſketch, I can exhibit to you a faint and. 
diſtant reſemblance of one or two of his more 
prominent features. 


Early in his reign he gave a very diſintereſted 
inſtance and proof of his love to his people. 
Previouſly to his reign the judges were depen- 

dent upon the king, and removeable at his plea- 
ſure. Their ſalaries, too, were greatly inade- 
quuate to the dignity and importance of their 


office. Theſe two circumſtances, to which the 


weakneſs of human nature cannot always riſe 
ſuperior, under ſovereigns who had deſigns upon 


the conſtitution, rendered the judges, inſtead of 
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being upright and impartial diſpenſers and in- 

terpreters of the laws, mere tools and engines of 

oppreſſion and corruption. This our youthful 
monarch obſerved and rectified. Far from being 
tickled with the little vanity of having the ſages 
of the law dependent on his nod, he fixed them 
in their ſeats for life, except they incapacitated 
themſelves by corruption or malverſation: he 
augmented their ſalaries too, thereby ſetting 
them above the neceſſity of a bribe, and giving 
to his ſubjects the beſt poſſible ſecurity that ſtrict 


and impartial juſtice ſhould be adminiſtered to 


all, without reſpect of perſons. And is not this, 
in civil affairs, a matter of the very firſt i im- 
portance? e 


We, thank God, live in a land of religious, as 
well as civil liberty. We have laws, however, 
ſtill unrepealed, extorted from our legiſlators 
of former times by the ſpur of neceſſity, which 
bear hard upon the profeſſors of the Romiſh re- 
ligion in this country. As the neceſſity for theſe 
laws no longer exiſts, every friend to religion, to 
liberty, and to truth, would wiſh the laws them- 
ſelves no longer to exiſt—not out of love to Po- 
pery (which every one, who thinks at all, muſt 
be convinced is the worſt preverſion of Chriſti. | 

anity 


nen 


anity in the world) but out of love to juſtice, and 
to Chriſtianity itſelf, whoſe characteriſtic ſpirit, 
is a ſpirit of meekneſs, gentleneſs and peace, 
the genuine profeſſors of which never wiſh to 
perſecute, but to perſuade. 6; 


A clergyman of the Romiſh perſuaſion, not 
many years ago, in the diſcharge of what he 
thought his duty, became obnoxious to theſe rigid 

laws—he was convicted the puniſhment, fine 
and impriſonment. When the caſe was laid be- 
fore his Majeſty, he immediately ordered a free, 
an abſolute pardon to be made out for the delu- 
ded man, at the ſame time expreſſing himſelf in 


words to this effect: God forbid that any of 1 


my ſubjects ſhould be puniſhed merely for his 
religious tenets.” An expreſſion truly royal, 
and which well deſerves to be written in charac- 
ters of gold on the front of every inquiſitorial 
palace in Europe! in 


Theſe two inſtances, without mentioning any 
more, do, I think, ſufficiently demonſtrate our 
Sovereign's great regard to the happineſs of his 
people—to their civil and religious liberties ; his 
love of juſtice, and of true Chriſtianity, 


His 
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His affability and engaging | condeſcenſion 
will, I dare ſay, be long remembered, and tranſ- 


mitted to their deſcendants, by the people in the - 


neighbourhood of the fatal waters of Cheltenham. 
But to mention his private and domeſtic virtues 
is, ſurely, unneceſſary: they are well known and 
much applauded ; were they imitated as much 
as they are applauded, well would it be for us. 


That /uch a king, therefore, is reſtored to the 
prayers of his people, is certainly a ſignal inſtance 
of God's great favour to us, and for which we 
ought to ſhew our thankfulneſs in every proper 
and becoming way. But, give me leave to aſk, 
is it a proper, a becoming way of ſhewing our 
thankfulneſs, to imitate, on this occaſion, the 
frantic uproar of Bacchanalian Orgies, or the 
rude feſtivity and obſtreperous jollity of Scandi- 
navian carouſals? Surely not. ce Ig not this the 
rejoicing that I have choſen? To looſe the bands 
of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy burdens, and 
to let the oppreſſed go free, and that ye break 
every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the 
hungry, and that thou bring the poor, that are 


caſt out, to thy houſe ? When thou ſeeſt the a- 


ked that thou cover him, and that thou hide not 
DOE from thine own fleſh ? And if thou draw 
Out 
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out thy. ſoul to the hungry, and ſatisfy the af. 
flicted ſoul, then ſhall thy light riſe in obſcurity, 
and thy darkneſs be as the noon-day. And the 
Lord ſhall guide thee continually, and fatisfy thy 
ſoul in drought, and make fat thy bones, and 
thou ſhalt be like a watered garden, and like a 
ſpring of water, whoſe waters fail not. But 
I feel myſelf peculiarly happy, that, in addrefing 
myſelf to this audience, my duty in pointing out 
the proper mode of expreſſing our joy on this Ex 
caſion, has been ſuperſeded by your practice: 
ſay more upon the ſubject, would look like a — 
negyric upon the conduct of you and of ſome of 
your neighbours. That humanity, which has ne- 
ver failed to exert itſelf upon every proper occaſi- 
on, has, I find, been generouſly exhibited on this. 


On the ſubject, therefore, of liberality to the 
indigent, it is ſuperfluous for me to enlarge. But 
will it be improper, or ſhall I be offenſive, if on 
this day I exhort every one of you, to ſtudy to be 
quiet: not to foment political factions, diviſions 
and parties, which never can do good, but often, 
very often, do much hurt. It is undoubtedly 
the almoſt peculiar happineſs of this country, that 
we can openly declare our ſentiments on any po- 
litical ſubject, without being liable to be called 

to 
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to account for it; and this We I hope, we 

ſhall never be deprived of; but ſtill there is, or 
ſhould be, a regard to decency and decorum in 
theſe things. From our purſuits and habits of 


life we can none of us be ſuppoſed, none of us 


pretend, to have any great depth of political 
knowledge. The reaſons and motives; the hinges 
upon which moſt of the political movements turn, 
can be known only to thoſe who are initiated in 
the myſteries of ſtate. If any miniſter ſhould 
palpably and grosſly infringe or violate any of 
our rights, it is our duty to withſtand him, and 
arm ourſelves againſt him with every conſtitu- 
tional power. Every mechanic, every cobler is, 
I know, in this land of freedom an adept in po- 
liticks; but, ill, the old proverb, which an 
Apoſtle has not diſdained to make uſe of, con- 
tains a piece of very good advice: Let not "0 
ONES go I his laſt. 765 


T 15 very e of this „ acightoutals ER 
in a great meaſure at leaſt, depend upon the in- 
duſtry, the good agreement and unanimity of the 
inhabitants. Do not, I beſeech you, give a fa- 
cal ftab to this induſtry, by introducing 'a ſpirit 
of faction and diſcord, which has been the bane 
and ryin of f-many a town once flouriſhing by 


trade | 
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trade and commerce, but which are now ſunk 
into little, dirty, rotten, ſtarving Boroughs. You 
all wiſh well to your country, and are defirous of 
promoting its intereſts. Be not offended, if J 
hint to you, that the beſt way in which you can 
promote its intereſts, is by endeavouring to ſti- 
mulate the induſtry, and extend the manufactures 
and trade of your neighbourhood ; in ſhort, by 
doing all the good you can, and making your- 
ſelves as uſeful as poſſible in your reſpective 
ſpheres and ſtations in life. In this way ſhew 
your power, to this end exert all your influence. 
Thus will you prove yourſelves truly patriots: 
thus will you fall in with the benevolent wiſhes 
of our truly patriot king; and, what is of in- 
finitely greater confequeties; thus will you re- 
commend yourſelves to the fayour of that king 
of kings, whoſe indulgent kindneſs we are this 
day met to acknowledge; and the continuance 
of whoſe favour we can only hope for from a 
conſtant attention to the diſcharge of our religi- 
ous, our civil, and our ſocial duties. 


I will conclude nearly in the words of a late 
eminent divine : © If we have any regard to our 
own welfare, or the intereſt of our poſterity ; if 

; we 
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ve have any true love to our king or our country, 


kt us make it appear by putting an * i 9 
little 7 and diviſions. 


Let us not ot exaſperate each 5 by viru 5 
words, by injurious actions, or ciſobliging treat- 
| ment ; but be kindly affectioned one to angther * 


in brotherly love. 


4 


Let us diſtinguiſh G no otherwiſe, Py 
by being perfectly well affected to our excellent 
conſtitution, and to him, who, happily for us, is 
at the head of i it. And let no other ſtrife be 

prolonged among us, but wha: ſhall be mot 
zealous and active in the ſervice of the public. 
This we may do, ſurely, without engaging in 


Party. 


Let us unanimouſly follow after the things 


which make for peace. And, as we are bleſt 


with the beſt conſtitution in the world; and with 


the faireſt hopes of a long enjoyment of it; as 
divine providence has diſtinguiſhed us by num 


berleſs mercies and favours above the nations 
around us, let us ſhew ourſelves grateful, by a 


wiſe, a virtuous, and a peaceable conduct, and 
| | ſtudy. 


* 
Lay 
— 
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ſtudy henceforward to walk worthy of the voca- 
| tion Wits we el. Ga : 


I will only add one wih: hat ſaff&di 
period the <Guccefor © of our I Sreſent = i hiable 
ſovereign, ſhall, by the 1 interpeſition, be 
reſcued from danger andFom death, may our 
children's children, on that occaſion be as ſincere 
in offering up their thanks and Praiſe to God * 
we have this day been. 


* ; : l 


* 


In the mean FIR let us all, not in unmeaning 
and intemperate vociferation, but in the ſerious 125 : 
and ſober ſpirit of true devotion, pray, God 
ſave the Fong: h 


x F I N I s. 


